Marine Corps League
Carroll County Detachment #896
P.O. Box 1524 Westminster, Maryland 21158-5524
Volume 4 - Issue 1

March 2012

www.mclcarroll.org

A message from our Commandant….

Officers:

Marines,

Commandant

Marc Fisher

commandant@mclcarroll.org
443.386.6415

Sr. Vice
Commandant

Jerry Sommer

Jr. Vice
Commandant

Pat Dean

Judge
Advocate

Dave Brown

Adjutant

Alex Whitney

As Spring draws near, we prepare once again for our annual Golf
Tournament. Please see the flier for details. As this is our biggest
fundraiser of the year, we ask you all for your support. If you play
golf, please enter our tournament. If you do not have a foursome,
that is OK, we will try to match you up with others. If you have
friends who play golf, please tell them about our great tournament. It all happens on Friday, May 18, with a 1:30 shotgun start. If you don't play
golf, please sponsor a hole. Hole Sponsors can be individuals, companies, groups,
etc. The Golf Tournament allows us to continue to support Marines Helping Marines
(www.marineshelpingmarines.org) and the great and important work that they do
for our fellow Marines who come into harms way, many returning severely
wounded. Our Detachment is very blessed to have Marines faithfully visit these
wounded warriors each week at Bethesda.

In other news, the Detachment is hosting the Department of Maryland on Saturday,
March 10. Details are elsewhere in the Newsletter. The Detachment, under Mel
Long's leadership, conducted a toy drive and was able to donate many toys and cash
to Neighbors in Need once again this year. Looking ahead, we are hoping to particiBrian Davidhizar pate in the Westminster Memorial Day Parade once again- this year's being the
145th anniversary, and many special events are planned around it. And it is Convention time again. The Detachment will be represented in Ocean City by myself and
Richard French Marine Whitney and our families.
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We continue to attract members. Please be proactive in recruiting. Most of our new

Gary Hammett members were brought in through the efforts of our own Marines. We can always
use new members!

Finally, please try to attend our Detachment meetings. They are the first Wednesday of the month at 1930 at the Carroll Post 31 American Legion.

Meeting Dates
March
 07 Mar 2012 @ 193

As always, Semper Fidelis!
Marc S. Fisher
Commandant—MCL Carroll Cnty Det #896

April
 04 Apr 2012 @ 1930

ROLL CALL:

May

WHEN: 1st Wednesday of EVERY month.
TIME: 1930 hrs
WHERE: American Legion
2 Sycamore St.
Westminster, MD 21157

 02 May 2012 @ 1930

Honor

Courage

Commitment
Page 1

Upcoming Events
Mar 7

1930hrs—Detachment Meeting

Mar 10

0800hrs—Department of MD Quarterly Mtg

Apr 4

1930hrs—Detachment Meeting

Apr 26-28

Dept of MD Annual Convention—Ocean City, MD

May 2

1930hrs—Detachment Meeting

May 18

1230hrs—Annual Golf Tournament

Jun 6

1930hrs—Detachment Meeting

Dept of Maryland Quarterly Mtg—10 Mar 2012 @ 0800hrs
The Carroll County Detachment will host the Department of Maryland Quarterly Meeting on Saturday, March
10, at the Carroll Post 31 American Legion, Sycamore and Green Streets, Westminster in the upper level meeting
room. Doors open at 8:00 a.m. with coffee and donuts provided by the Detachment. Hot breakfasts, including the
buffet, will be available downstairs at reasonable prices. The bar will be open at 8:00 a.m. Meeting begins at 0900
with Devil Dog Growl to follow. Please plan to attend this Department Meeting and hear what is going on with our
League throughout Maryland.

Got Facebook?
If you have a Facebook account, search for the below name and LIKE the page!

Marine Corps League Carroll County Det #896
We will use this site to update periodically with recent and upcoming
events, reminders for our monthly meeting and post pictures of Det
events. If you don’t have a FACEBOOK account – tell your
family and friends to like the page! This will help us on our fundraising efforts by getting the awareness out there!

Chaplain’s Corner
Marine Francis Arnold reported to the Supreme Commandant in February. He was a long time highly respected
Judge in the community here. Representatives from the Detachment paid their respects to Judge Arnold both at the
viewing and the funeral, which was at St. John's Catholic Church. He was buried with military honors in the Westminster Cemetery.
Marine Jerry Sommer's brother in law lost his battle with cancer in February. Stephen Reigel, Sally Sommer's
brother, passed away in Idaho.
Please keep these folks and their families in your thoughts and prayers. Please advise me of any Marine or family
member who is sick or in distress.
Semper Fidelis!
Richard French
Chaplain
443-929-0033
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Dept of Maryland Annual Convention
26-28 Apr 2012—Ocean City, MD
The 2012 Marine Corps League State Convention will be sponsored by the Department of Maryland and
the Department of Maryland Auxiliary on April 26, 27 & 28, 2012, at the Princess Royale Hotel and Resort
in Ocean City, Maryland.
This is a great opportunity for all Marine Corps League members in the State of Maryland to be a part of the
workings and policy decisions of your Marine Corps League, as well as share in the camaraderie of time spent
with other Marines throughout the State. And we haven't even mentioned having a great time at Ocean City and
on the Boardwalk along with all the great restaurants and shops.
If interested in attending, the Princess Royale has set aside a limited number of rooms at discounted rates.
For more information, or to confirm your attendance, please contact:
Commandant Marc S. Fisher @ 443-386-6415 commandant@mclcarroll.org

This day in Marine Corps History….
2 March 1867: Jacob Zeilin, Colonel Commandant of the Marine Corps from 30 June 1864, was this date pro-

moted to the rank of Brigadier General Commandant, the first time Congress authorized this rank for the Marine
Corps. The statute, however, was repealed in June 1874 so that the rank of Commandant would again revert to
colonel upon Zeilin's retirement.
8 March 1965: The 9th Marine Expeditionary Brigade landed at DaNang, Republic of Vietnam as the first U.S.
ground combat troops to be committed to that conflict. The 3,500 men arrived both across the beach with Battalion Landing Team 3/9, and at DaNang Airfield with Battalion Landing Team 1/3.
11 March 1778: Marines participated the action when the Continental Navy frigate BOSTON, enroute to France,
sighted, engaged, and captured the British merchant ship MARTHA. As the drum of the BOSTON beat to arms,
John Adams seized a musket and joined the Marines on deck until the frigate's captain, Samuel Tucker, sent him
below for safety.
25 March 1945: After 35 days of bitter fighting, the amphibious assault on the rocky fortress of Iwo Jima finally
appeared over. On the night of 25 March, however, a 300-man Japanese force launched a vicious final counterattack in the vicinity of Airfield Number 2. Army pilots, Seabees and Marines of the 5th Pioneer Battalion and 28th
Marines fought the fanatical Japanese force till morning but suffered heavy casualties --more than l00 killed and
another 200 American wounded. Nearly all of the Japanese force was killed in the battle.
31 March 1801: On this date, LtCol Commandant William W. Burrows rode with president Thomas Jefferson to
look for "a proper place to fix the Marine Barracks on." President Jefferson was a personal friend of the Commandant, and deeply interested in the welfare of the Corps and accompanied Burrows on horseback on the morning of
31 March. They chose a square in Southeast Washington, bounded by 8th and 9th streets, and a & I streets, because it lay near the Navy Yard and was within easy marching distance of the Capitol.

Little known Marine Corps Facts:
Why do Marines and sailors call the latrine a "head"?
"Head" is a term from our naval brethren derived from the days of wooden ships and iron men. Those were the
days when the comfort station for the crew was forward on either side of the ship's bowsprit. The bowsprit is a
built-in spar projecting forward and angling up from the bow of a sailing vessel. It extends the head sails and
helps support the mast(s) through head stays. Thus the word "head.

2012 RECRUITMENT DRIVE
Know a Marine? Bring them to our
monthly meeting!
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